Sunday, December 28, 2025 First Sunday of Christmas

Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters. > And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. * And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the
darkness. ° God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day. '* And God said, “Let there be lights in
the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs
and for seasons, and for days and years, '*and let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. '® And God made the two great
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. 7 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the
earth, "®to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good.

Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth
is from of old, from ancient days. * Therefore he shall give them up until the

time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall
return to the people of Israel. * And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall
dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.® And he shall be their
peace.

Luke 1:26-35, 38

%In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, ?’ to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.® And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 2 But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. ** And the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3' And behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. > He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his father David, *¥*and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 3 And Mary said to the angel,
“How will this be, since I am a virgin?”” 3* And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 3% And Mary said, “Behold, 1
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.

Matthew 1:18-25

¥ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. ' And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 2° But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2! She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: 2*“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). ?* When Joseph woke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 2* but knew her not until she
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Luke 2:8-20

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. ° And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. ' And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. ! For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” '* And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying, '*“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” !> When the angels went away from
them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” ' And they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. !” And
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. ' And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. !° But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

Matthew 2:1-11

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship
him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. 3 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet: ® “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel.”” 7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared. ® And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that
1 too may come and worship him.” ? After listening to the king, they went on their way.
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to
rest over the place where the child was. '©When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. !! And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. * All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. 3 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it. ¢ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ” He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. ® He was not the light,
but came to bear witness about the light. ° The true light, which gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world. '°He was in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world did not know him. ' He came to his own, and his own people did
not receive him. '2But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God, '* who were born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. '* And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Service of Lessons & Carols

Prelude

The Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Song: Joy to the World Insert
Christmas Dialog

P: Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
C: By day and night he shines for all to see.

P: Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
C: that the world may see the justice and richness of

God.

P: God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

C: so that all who believe in him may not perish but
have eternal life.

P: Jesus is the light of the world.

C: Jesus is the light of our lives.

P: Sing to God a new song!

C: A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

Opening Prayer:

P: Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have
thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness—a beam of light that
shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the
firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is
the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and joy of his
presence this Christmas in the world and in our hearts.
Amen.

Lessons and Carols
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18

Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain Insert
Second Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem Insert
Third Reading: Luke 1:26-35, 38

Hymn: The First Noel Insert

Fourth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
Hymn: Love Has Come Insert

Fifth Reading: Luke 2:8-20

Hymn: Angels, from the Realms of Glory Insert
Sixth Reading: Matthew 2:1-11
Hymn: What Child Is This Insert

Seventh Reading: John 1:1-14
Children’s Sermon
Sermon
Hymn: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Insert
Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
The Benediction
Sending Song:  Angels We Have Heard on High Insert
The Dismissal
¥4
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SERVING OUR LORD TODAY
Supply Pastor — The Rev. David W. Nuottila
Organist — Karen Davis
Choir Director — Kayleigh Eargle
Lector — Kenny Stockman
Acolyte — Avery Long
Ushers — Doug Bowers, Robert Long, Wayne Abbott

The Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God by Murray
and Janice Shealy.

We welcome Pastor David Nuottila today as our guest preacher and
worship leader.

We welcome visitors who are worshiping with us today. We invite
you to sign one of the Visitor cards in the pew rack and place it in
the plate in the narthex as you leave or give it to an usher.

Today’s Loose Offering will go to World Hunger. The loose offering
for the month of January will go to Nick and Amanda Childs to help
with medical bills for Henry.

Remember in your prayers:

Mt. Tabor Members: Scott Frick, Melvin Bowers, Ann Bowers,
Troy Shealy, Jane Speight, Dick Shealy, Shane Stroud, Micheal
Torrence, Linda Dowd, Todd Frick, Carter Dominick, Debbie Rister,
Derek Bowers, Henry Childs, and Roger Long.

Family and Friends: Celeste Bowers, Will Nobles, Dean Stribble,
Beckham Waters, Alston Slater, Larry Danford, Andy Wessinger,
Susan Wicker, Cindy Mace, Charles Shealy, Catherine Elaine
Hamm, and Jack Owens.

Our Attendance last Sunday was 107 (106 inside and 1 outside).
Offering was $2,803.00. Sunday School attendance was 66.

If you have any additions or changes to make to your contact
information in the Church Yearbook, please contact the church
secretary at 803-945-2333 or mttaborlutheran@gmail.com.

Devotionals for January - March are available today. If you have
not already done so, please pick up your 2026 Offering Envelopes.
They are available on the table in the cry room.

REMINDER: There are still three vacancies on the 2026 Flower
Chart. There is also a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for
members who wish to serve as lectors and/or communion
assistants in 2026. Please consider signing up.

A note from Pastor (Chaplain) Chris:
Mt Tabor,
I am incredibly grateful to have had the time to serve and get to
know you all. You have, in many ways, been my family. We have
safely arrived in Oklahoma at 1909 Meadowview Dr, Duncan, OK
73533. Thank you for everything. You are incredibly faithful and
generous. I keep you all in prayer and look forward to seeing you all
again.
In Christ's love,
Christopher Wendel, Nicole, Asher, Alaina,
Evelyn, & Charlotte (the dog)

Thank you to everyone at Mt. Tabor for your generous support of
We Care! Wishing you all a Merry Christmas.

Martin Wingard

Interim Director



